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The Only Survivor
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When | wake up early in the morning, | look at the scar on my arm, which brings
memories of that day when my life was saved by a miracle. “How lucky she is!”

That's what the people around me say, but I'm not lucky at all.

It was five years ago. | was travelling with my parents — rest their souls —
to a tourist country. | remember being very happy because It was my first

experience traveling. What excitement and joy!

We woke up early in the morning and headed for the airport. Everything was
normal. We boarded the plane and sat waiting for take-off. It was only a few
minutes, but to me, they felt like endless hours. | remember being asked to
put on my seatbelt and was disturbed by that, as the belt wasn't comfortable.
I didn’'t know then that it would be one of the reasons | survived. | stared at the

clouds a little and napped intermittently.

| woke up to the sound of terrified screams. | learned that there was a problem
with the plane and that it might crash. But the pilot reassured us, saying that
we would land at the nearest airport. | was very anxious. Suddenly, without
warning, the plane began to fall! Just like that! It was as if a bird had been
soaring in the sky when its wings abruptly disappeared. A feeling of terror

overcame me that | wouldn't wish on anyone.
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| woke up to the sight of the plane’s fragments all around me. | wanted to
check on my parents and the other passengers, but it was raining hard, so
hard that my frail, small body couldn’t take it. | sheltered under part of the
plane. | fell asleep and woke up four hours later, according to my wristwatch.

The rain had stopped. | felt pain shooting through my weak body. | was certain
that | had suffered many fractures but could only identify one in my right leg.
There was a wound on my left arm and there were maggots scattered around
it. The pain was horrible, but | didn't care; my only concern was to find out if
my parents were alive. | began to look around me, but there were dead bodies
everywhere and it was impossible to find them amidst all the bodies.

| felt very hungry and searched in my pocket for food. | found some candy and

ate it. | was careful not to eat it all but only to satisfy a tiny bit of my hunger.

| heard the sounds of rescue planes but couldn't see them through the tall,
thick trees. That meant that the planes couldn’t see me either. | walked for
three hours until darkness fell, then decided to sleep in the den of some

animal, but | didn’t know what kind.
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Later, a fearsome sound awakened me in terror, and | realised that | was
sleeping in the den of a wild bear. | noticed that the bear was asleep and took
the opportunity to quietly escape — luckily, | succeeded. | woke up with hope
filling my heart. The sound of the rescue planes gave me the feeling that |
would survive. The hope of living was like the crashing waves of the sea. It

filled me with hope one moment and despair the next.

The next day. | reached a river and decided to follow its course. We'd studied
the fact that most civilisations lived along riverbanks. Therefore, | walked
along it, hoping to encounter someone or a rescue team. | didn't know what
time it was, as my watch had stopped. | ate the remaining piece of candy, but it
didn't satisfy me. | wanted to eat some of the abundant plants that surrounded

me but feared they might be poisonous or toxic.

My ears stopped hearing the sounds of the rescue planes and hope started to
dwindle. | began to accept the fact that | might not make it. My hopelessness
faded soon when | glimpsed a small hut in the distance. | hurried towards it,
but darkness fell and | wasn't able to reach the hut. | couldn’t even walk! My
feet wouldn't carry me so | crawled. The wound in my arm was itching and

eating me ... literally. It was filled with maggots.
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| entered the hut hoping to find someone, but sadly, it was deserted. | found a
cylinder of gasoline and decided to put some on my wound, in the hope that it
would kill the maggots, like the heroine of a movie | had seen. Sure enough,
the gasoline killed some of the maggots. | went to sleep, completely overcome
with exhaustion.

| was awakened again by a loud noise. | wasn't too scared because I'd
already absorbed too much terror and fear. | looked around and saw people.
At last! They weren't rescuers and | began to see the terror on their faces.
They probably thought | was an evil spirit or something. I'd heard that jungle
dwellers believed in such myths. | didn't blame them because | did look scary.

One of them stepped forward and began speaking to me. No doubt he was
asking me to leave. | didn't understand what he said, but | recognised the
language. He was speaking Indian. Luckily, | spoke it a little. | explained
what had happened in my poor language and they rushed to my aid. We got
in a little boat and went to the nearest hospital. As soon as we entered the

hospital, | lost consciousness.
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| woke up in a different hospital and saw my grandfather beside me. | learned
later that | was the only survivor of that flight. The only reason my arm wasn't
paralysed was because of the gasoline | had used. But my body had suffered

many fractures.

| don't know how | survived. Some say that it was my good fortune. Others say
it was the instinct to live. | had been orphaned and lost the source of my joy.
My parents were gone. We'd never do all that we had planned together. My
inspiration in this life was gone. The only thing that held me together was my
grandfather, who will be my only support as long as he’s present in this cruel
life. Unfortunately, | was not convinced that I'd been lucky. | fell into a deep
depression for almost a year, during which | ceased my studies. But thanks
to God and my grandfather, | regained my resolve and passion for life and

success.

Today, I'm preparing to start studying for my PhD. | live in a happy home with
my grandfather, my husband and my children. My parents would be proud of
me if they were here. | still remember the accident in full detail. It propels me
forward and motivates me to be an important part of this world, and to leave

an eternal stamp that celebrates humanity above all.
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