9

< i
E_Lbi:;ﬂ Lil
X

| Can Do It

ke JTaila
Dana AlAli



My name is Dana and I'm a hardworking girl. That's what my mum always tells
me, and my dad likes to call me “Clever Dana”. | always like learning new things,
such as how to make cakes or painting pictures from my imagination because

I'm a clever girl.
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| haven't forgotten my first day at the new school. | was sitting in class feeling
scared. | started to cry softly. My classmates didn't speak to me but told the

teacher.
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My teacher was nice and kind. She asked: “What's wrong, Dana?" In a low voice
| replied: | don't understand the lesson. This school is too hard for me. I'm new
here and | don't know anyone.” The teacher gave me a tissue and calmly said:
“We all go through hard times in our lives and face changes. That's the way of
the world because that's life. We must learn and persevere. When we make
mistakes, we learn from them. We try over and over until we succeed. Don't

worry, my dear. Be strong and don't dwell too much on your fears. You can do it!”
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I didn't tell my mother what had happened, but she could tell from my behaviour.
She called the school and spoke to my teacher. One night, my mother came and
sat beside me. “My child, we all go through difficulties in life, where we face new

things we're not used to,” she said, lovingly. “You must be strong; you can do it!”
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One day, | watched my little brother learning to walk. He would take a few
steps and fall down, but he kept trying over and over. | understood then that
he was strong and could learn to walk, but that it would require perseverance,

commitment and repeated attempts.
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One day as | was watching TV with my dad, it suddenly stopped working. | looked
atmydad. “Canyoufixthe TV, Dad?”" | asked. Smiling, he replied: “I'll have to try,
my dear.” Dad tried several times and, on the fifth attempt, he was successful.
Turning to me, he said: “See, my dear? | can do it, but | had to try several times;
I didn't succeed easily.”
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One day at school, | noticed my classmate looking upset. “What's wrong,
Sara?" | asked her. In a sad voice she replied: “l didn't get a good grade on the
exam.” | replied: “You will next time. You can achieve whatever you want with
perseverance and dedication.” Sara said: “Yes, | was lazy and didn't study hard
enough. | was confident that I'd get an excellent grade as always and didn't work
as hard. What about you, Dana? How was your grade?” | replied: “l got a really
good grade.” Sara was very happy for me. She said: “You're so dedicated, Dana!
| see how hard you study and work to achieve your goals. You're dedicated and
strong, and you can do it. | can do it too and from now on, I'm going to be like
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Sara’'s words made me very happy. She was a loyal and devoted friend. |
remembered my little brother learning to walk. | remembered my dad trying over
and over again to fix the TV. | thought of what my mother and my teacher had

said when they told me that | was strong and that | could do it.
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So yes, after a few weeks, | didn't cry in school anymore. | tried to work hard
and with dedication. With the help of my parents and my teacher. | could do
it! | learned perseverance from my classmates, kindness from my teacher,
tenderness from my mother and patience from my father. From my little brother
| learned how to be strong and from my friend Sara | learned dedication. Now, |

cando it and I'll always be strong and persevering.
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