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The school bell rang, and science class began. The teacher suggested to the
students that they go on a field trip to the desert to do some exploration and
scientific research. The whole class agreed without hesitation because they

loved adventure and excitement.

On the day of the trip, the students got on the school bus. Ahmed and Saleh, the
two friends sat next to each other. They were both 15 years old and best friends.
The bus took off, heading for the desert, the students eagerly looking forward
to catching snakes and scorpions in glass jars and conducting experiments
on them. As the bus made its way through the desert, the wind began to blow
fiercely and the sky poured with rain as if it was angry at someone and wanted
revenge. The sky looked frightening indeed; lightning, rain, heavy darkness,
and deafening thunder everywhere. Visibility became poor and the road was
completely flooded. The bus nearly sank in the flood of water. The students

screamed: “We're going to die! We're going to die!”
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Suddenly, as the bus struggled along the rugged road, it hit a big rock that the
driver hadn't seen due to the dense darkness and the rain-drenched windshield.

The tyre of the bus flew up into the air and smashed to the ground.

Ahmed woke up to find himself in the middle of the desert. He looked up at the
sun, which was shining brightly. He was surprised and looked baffled. It had
been raining hard, with thunder and lightning filling the sky. There had been
thick black clouds and dense darkness everywhere. How could the sun appear

so quickly and shine so brightly?

Ahmed yelled at the top of his voice, “Where am I? Is anyone there?” But there
was no answer. Looking around, he saw Saleh lying on the ground nearby. He

went to him. “Saleh, Saleh, wake up! We're stranded in the middle of the desert!”

Saleh replied: “What? Are you kidding me? Where's the bus? What's going on?
Where did everybody go?”

Ahmed said: "I don't know. | don't know, Saleh. What's important now is that we

find someone to help us get out of this place.”
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Ahmed and Saleh ate some of the food they had brought along on their field trip
and drank a little water.

Saleh said: “I hope this food and water last till we get out of here.”

“Don't lose hope in God, my friend,” Ahmed replied, with a smile. “Put your trust
in Him and keep walking.”

A short while later, Ahmed cried: “I've got it! I've got it, Saleh! Why don't we use

our phones to call for help?”

“Good idea,” Saleh responded, “What're you waiting for?”

Saleh and Ahmed tried calling several times, but unfortunately, there was no

network coverage in the area. The two friends continued walking in the direction

of the sun until night fell. Then they fell into a deep sleep.
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The next morning, the two friends woke up and prayed to God to get them safely
out of the desert and back home to their families. They continued their harsh
and gruelling walk, their heels almost cracking from the heat and exhaustion.
But there was no other option. It was either walk or die.

By nightfall, they had run out of food and water and began to lose hope. They
performed the evening prayer and sat talking to ease their boredom and
hopelessness. They began to tell each other funny stories, which made them

feel better.

A few hours later, the two friends spotted a fire and ran towards it as fast as
lightning. When they reached the fire, they found a tribe. The boys greeted the
tribe members and asked for food and water. After telling them their strange
story, the boys went to bed. The next morning, the boys said goodbye to the
tribesmen and thanked them for their hospitality. They took some food with them.
As they walked through the desert, Ahmed came across something unexpected.

Joyfully, he exclaimed: “Saleh, come and see what | found!”
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“What could it possibly be?” Saleh replied dejectedly. “A treasure map? Great,
we're going to be rich. | don't care what you've found, | just want to go home!”

“Yes, it's a treasure map but ... how did you know that?”

“Really?” Saleh gasped. "l just made it up!”

“I've always wished that the stories | read could be true” said Ahmed.

“Forget about that now. Let's start looking for the treasure” replied Saleh.
“You're right,” Ahmed replied. “Let’s start looking for the treasure!”

The two friends set off on a quest for the treasure, discussing what they'd do if
they found it. “If we find the treasure,” Ahmed said, “I'll give the money to my dad

to do with it what he thinks best".

Saleh added: “I'll give some of the money to the poor, some to my dad and save

the rest for when I need it.”
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The two friends traversed a very long distance until they reached some hills
covered with dense trees, from where they heard the sounds of snakes and
insects, and saw monkeys swinging from the trees. They drank from a stream, filled
their bottles with fresh water and continued walking until night fell. They gathered
some wood, lit a fire to warm themselves and stayed up for a little while.

Suddenly, they heard a terrifying sound. It sounded like a hungry lion. Each boy
grabbed a stick of burning wood to scare it away. The lion pounced on Ahmed,

who screamed: “Help, Saleh! Do something!”

Saleh was confused. He was terrified of the lion, but at the same time, he had to
save his friend. He tried to scare the lion away with fire but was unsuccessful. He
ran bravely towards the lion and hit it with a rock he'd found on the ground. The
force of the blow made the lion drop Ahmed. Saleh snatched him from between

the beast's claws. The boys ran to safety.

In a terrified voice, Ahmed said: “That was a really close calll”
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Taking a deep breath, he continued: "How brave and quick-witted you were,
Saleh! You just saved my life, I'll never forget what you did as long as | live.”
“You're very welcome, | only did what | had to do. Now, let's get some sleep,

I'm exhausted!”

When Ahmed and Saleh woke up the next morning, they picked some bananas
from the trees and continued walking towards the treasure. Saleh enthused:

“We're getting close to the treasure now. | think we'll reach in a couple of hours.”

“Thank God we found this jungle,” Ahmed replied, “otherwise, we'd have died of

hunger and thirst. Now, we have enough food and water for two days.”

“Let's keep walking now.”

The two friends continued walking through the exciting jungle. Suddenly, Saleh
unknowingly stepped into a rope trap, which dragged him up into a high tree.

Ahmed looked for something to throw at the rope and cut it. As he was throwing
stones at the rope, he was suddenly surrounded by a group of children

accompanied by two adults.

szl 2ol tadle Ly o b Lo 15 18 08 galig Lasoc Lusai 531 o
ol a2 ullg afll ke salln Caa Lo i cagpeall 13 L uail o4 g5l niba
aylell gayo Lila oL Lica (lllg ales (nlc wiag Lo sgw Jodl

Leyli o jaiindl (oo joodl sy Lk g s pllill pgll alun (né alling 2-oal Bauiuwl
ey el Jomi g Lidl G alg jiall oo [ Liuyial sl sadln . jisdl g Loy
ilebow gy

Liaag 244 iballg g9l o Lital Latlgls séalell ada Lisag Ll all Isaa ta0al
Olll 50 Grogi) Lisasy 2.8 sadl walyiullg plebll oo 14l

oD Lijpans galiila sl

wode e o 36 nle alln gula dladg dpcdall JLealll pné piull oLaganll gilig
waehiéy s Juall e agop Gid sy aoal cimsa dsaip diad (il buje
olly oo 20 21191l oo degono atpola s uall (ke laall grop ol loipg

ogilagdy



Fearfully, Ahmed said: "Please don't kill us. We won't harm you. We're just two

kids who've lost their way. Please put down your spears.”

They lowered their spears at the command of their leader. The leader asked:

“What are your names, boys? You look familiar.”
Saleh cried: “Hey! Get me down from here now!”
When they'd brought him down he said, “I'm Saleh and this is my friend Ahmed.
We got lost in the desert after a huge storm came, and our school bus crashed

into a big rock. Then we found ...”

“Don’t go on,” the leader interrupted him. “That's all | need to know.” Then he

smiled and said happily: “Do you get it now?”

Ahmed gasped: “Is it possible that you're...?"

The leader replied: “Yes, we were with you on the bus. I'm the teacher, this is the

driver and these kids are your classmates.”
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“Thank God!” Saleh exclaimed. “At last! Are we going to go home now?

Did you call for help?”

“No, because as you probably know, there's no network coverage here. But |

think the school will send help as we've been absent for almost a week now.”

“Allright,” Ahmed replied. “In that case, let’s go look for the treasure.”

“What treasure?” the teacher asked.

“It's along story,” Saleh grinned. “We'll tell you later”.

The students found the treasure and divided it equally among themselves, the
teacher and the driver, without the knowledge of the others who were absent.
Then help arrived and the adventurers were taken home. Each of them told their
amazing story to their family. Ahmed and Saleh'’s friendship remained strong
and continue to be strong. There is indeed truth in the saying, “A friend in need

is a friend indeed”.
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