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Dear Diary...

Warmest greetings fall from my pen upon your blank

pages.

Diary, | want to tell you about all the latest, about
everything that happens to me and the most wonderful
feelings | experience. | want to etch your white pages with

the ink of my pen, to tell you all the details of my days.

Do you know, dear diary, that these moments in which
| begin to record my life on your first pages, are the

moments that separate us from the new year 20207

How excited | am about the coming year, in which | hope
to achieve my most wonderful hopes and dreams! I'm
grateful to you for bearing with me on the first day, but
we will have many more times together where [I'll tell you

about some of my adventures.
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2020 is suddenly around the corner and | want to tell
you about the hopes that delights my heart. | hope that
the happiness and joy shining on the faces of my family
continues and lasts! To excel at school is another
goal carved into my thoughts; and perhaps, this will be

accompanied by making a new friend that | can trust.

My grandmother tells me stories of her beautiful
memories with my grandfather during the 1970s. How |

wish | can visit them both in Jeddah where they live!

| pray to God Almighty to protect my beautiful mother
and beloved father, my brother Ahmed, my grandparents

and all my family members.

Tucked between the folds of happiness are incidents that
have left a delightfulinfluence on me. How | long to travel
to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia with my grandparents. |
hope | can take you everywhere with me; to school, to my

grandmother’s house and to all my favourite places.
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As | was writing these words, my mother called me to watch
the fireworks display near the Burj Khalifa, which was being
aired on TV. | put down my pen, leaving my goals and dreams
beside my little bedside lamp, which keeps me company
during the dark nights as | write down all the feelings and
emotions swirling inside me. | ran as fast as | could so
as not to miss the event. | like watching the fireworks on
TV because each year, they come up with new and more
creative displays. Do you know, dear diary, that | don't like to
celebrate New Year's Day? | prefer to spend it with my dear

family and to celebrate a wonderful new beginning.

The title "The year of preparation for the next fifty years” has
been given to the year 2020 ... | like the title a lot and | like
the logo even more. After watching the New Year's fireworks
display, | needed nothing more than to go to bed. | asked my
dad what time it was and he replied that it was almost 2 AM. |
couldn't finish writing in my diary because | was too tired, but
| promised to myself that | would finish my writing the next

day.
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The next morning, | woke up early to the sound of a rooster crowing, which
belonged to our neighbour, Farhan. | quickly tidied my room and brushed my
hair. | went out to the back garden with my dear diary ... The weather was lovely.
| wandered between the Arabic words and letters. As | did so, | heard movement

in the living room and realised that my brother Ahmed was awake.

He ran outside to me and said: “Hey, Maha, how about playing football with me?
If I beat you, you have to buy me some candy. If you win, I'll do whatever you ask

for a whole day.”

| agreed immediately without hesitation. | closed my diary after writing the last
phrase introducing my brother Ahmed: He's seven years old, loves football and
is a fan of Al-Ain FC.

Ahmed and | got carried away, our voices growing louder, so that our father

woke up. He got caught up in the excitement and joined the game.

Finally, he applauded Ahmed, saying, “That's my boy who takes after me! God
bless you. | want you to always be like this.”
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Mother came out into the garden carrying an array of delicious breakfast
dishes. The colours of the food blended like a beautiful painting; the dishes
contained all that was tempting to the taste and appealing to the eye. | went to
her and helped her arrange the table. | congratulated Ahmed, telling him, “You

deserve to win, Ahmed. You're much better than me at football.”

Mother said: “I love your spirit, Maha. May God grant you success next time”.

As we were sitting at the table, Father said: “| have a surprise, kids".

Ahmed asked excitedly: “Does it have to do with football?”

Father laughed. “No, it's something much better than football. It's a surprise |

know you'll love”. | said to my father: “Tell us! | love surprises!”
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Taking an envelope out of his pocket, Father said: “Here's the surprise ...”

Mother said: “An envelope? What's inside it?”

Father looked up at the blue sky and said: “An airplane”™.

Ahmed asked: “What do you mean an airplane?”

| quickly jumped in. “We're going to travel? Where to?”

“To Saudi Arabia,” Father replied. “To your grandmother Mariam's house”.

We were all taken by surprise. Even my mother had known nothing about this.
Father said: “We'll go shopping after noon prayer, so be ready. We're going to
buy presents for our family in Saudi Arabia.”

| went shopping with my mother. A unique piece of gold jewellery caught my eye.

| said to my mother: “How about buying this for Grandmother Mariam? | know

she'll loveit.”
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Mother replied: “It's gorgeous, Maha! I'm also sure she'll love it. Darling, Maha,
you're so like your grandmother! Let’s buy it. We'll get it wrapped in beautiful
coloured wrapping paper then we must quickly go to your father. He's waiting

for us in the restaurant.”

The time for our flight arrived as fast as a sudden bolt of lightning. My heart
raced when | heard that the plane was about to land. | looked right and left,
trying to spot my grandparents. | ran as fast as | could into my grandmother’s
arms and kissed her head, as tears of joy caressed her cheeks. Do you know,
dear diary, how much my heart overflows with joy when | kiss my grandparents?

| own a treasure that nobody else possesses.

My uncle was also there to welcome us. | gave my grandmother her gifts. She
nearly cried at the beauty of what she saw. She doesn't know that | think all
precious things were made for her. Her warm embrace has sown in my heart and

mind an appreciation for the beauty of life.

Do you know, dear diary, how much | love my grandmother?
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